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UPON THE SUBJECT OF A LATE LETTER 
FROM ONE OF THEIR LORDSHIPS 
TO CERTAIN CLERGY IN HIS DIOCESE, 


WITH THE LETTER PREFIXE D. 


STAY, MY LORD, 
AND LET YOUR REASON WITH YOUR CHOILER QUESTIQAN, 
WHAT *T1IS YOU GO ABOUT, 


SHAKESPEARE, 


HEAT NOT A FURNACE FOR YOUR FOE so gor, 

THAT IT WILL SINGE YOURSELF. WE MAY OUT-RUNz 
BY OVER-SWIFTNESS, THAT WHICH WE RUN AT, 

AND LOSE BY OVER-RUNNING. 
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The Letter referred to in the following pages. 


a 
—_— * 


Rev. SIR, 
SIR W M has declared himſelf a candidate 


in the next Parlia- 


to repreſent the Borough of C 
ment: I cannot refrain from declaring that he has my 
heartieſt good wiſhes, Mr. P „the preſent Mem- 
ber, has received the thanks of the Diſſenters for the 
part he took in the late attempt to overthrow our eccle- 
ſiaſtical conſtitution, by the repeal of the Corporation 
and Tet Afis. By this it is eaſy to gueſs what part he 


is likely to take in any future attempt for that purpoſe. 
8 


T hope that I ſhall not have the mortification to find a 
ſingle clergyman in my dioceſe, who will be ſo falſe to his 
own character, and his duty to the eſtabliſhed church, 
as to give his vote ta any man who has diſcovered ſuch 


principles, 
I am, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother, 
| and faithful Servant, 


3 


þ 
Aug 24, 1789. 
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ANADDRESS 


I0 THE HISHOPS, &c 


MY LORDS, 


A pax has been circulated, bearing the 
name of a right reverend prelate, which is, 
on all accounts, ſo very extraordinary; fo dan- 
gerous in the principles which it advances ; fo. 
unbecoming a chriſtian and a proteſtant in the 
ſpirit with which it is written ;* ſo indecent and 
diſreſpectful to the commons of Great Britain 
in the matter of conſtitutional privilege, that I 
forbear to affix the ſignature, though from a 
principle of juſtice to the writer and myſelf, I 
have reprinted the libel. But, my lords, I would 
not have been thus fcrupulous, in ſuppreſſing 
the name of the writer, did I think there was 


one other man among your order likely to be 


charged, on any diſtant day, with having 
written the letter in queſtion, Let us then 


B congratulate 


(9-4 
congratulate ourſelves that the liberality of 
our times leaves the fiery and intemperate zeal 
of anti-chriſtian intolerance to be monopolized 
by one man, but let us not ceaſe to reprobate 
the offenſive doctrine even in that ſolitary mo- 
nopoly, nor to open our minds, as occaſion 
may require, concerning the monopolizer. 


, 


LEAVvINc, therefore, the man to his own re- 
flections, and the attainment of a better tem- 
per; we are only intereſted in the reprehenſion 
of that conduct which 1s deſtructive of the prin- 
ciples and liberty of chriſtianity, proteſtantiſm, 
and the Britiſh conſtitution ;—and involve in its 
| conſequences the indelible reproach of the epiſ- 
= copal character. We have had characters on 
| the bench of Engliſh Biſhops, whoſe names 

will be had in everlaſting remembrance ; and 
whoſe example will be followed by many, who, 
if leſs illuſtrious, have not been leſs deſerving. 
Others, it muſt be confeſſed, are left floating, 
like buoys on the ſurface of the waters, to warn 
their ſucceſſors not to make ſhipwreck of all 
that is valuable in the chriſtian and the man,— 
nor to ſuffer every amiable virtue of the heart 
to be extinguiſhed by having a mitre placed 
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are deſigned for imitation, and for —reproof. 
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on their heads. Characters, like the ſcriptures, 


' 
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Tris theme might be purſued to conſiderable 


length, and not without improvement; but the 


frantic zeal of an enraged and aſpiring eccleſi- 
aſtic may, in theſe days, be left to its own cor- 
rection. The example will do good; it can- 
not fail to benefit the parties concerned. 


THe reſcript before us, contains certain ar- 
ticles of impeachment both of the caufe and 
perſons againſt whom it is pointed. —(1) The 
application for a repeal of the Corporation and 
Teſt acts is called“ An Attempt to overthrow 
our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution.” (2) The pro- 
moters and patrons of this application, if any 
ſuch there ſhould be among the clergy of the 
dioceſe of — „are pronounced to be 
<* falſe to their own character, and their duty 
to the eſtabliſhed church,” 


In anſwer to the; firſt of theſe charges, it may 


be obſerved, —if the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution 


of. this country would be overthrown by the 


repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts, —it 
Hould ſeem that the foundation and ſecurity of 
this ſame eccleſiaſtical fabric was laid at no earlier 
.a petiod than the reign- of Charles the ſecond; 

and muſt have been very feebly built, and ce- 


mented with untempered mortar, if now ready to 
B 2 fall 


e 
fall to pieces aſter ſo ſhort a lapſe of time. In 
a general way, the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, 
with all its appending circumſtances, — rudis indi- 
geſtaque moles— is pronounced venerable from 
its antiquity; but ſhe is here wantonly repreſented 
to be in a ſtate of infancy or non- age, and her 
religion to have received her only ſupport in the 
proſcription of a body of uſeful and conſcienti- 
ous men, the proteſtant diſſenters, in the time of 


the moſt faithleſs and profligate prince the annals 
of our country record. | 


Tux truth is; the different vindicators of every 


eſtabliſhed church throw themſelves into ſuch a 
variety of ridiculous attitudes and geſtures, that, 
like poſture-maſters, there 1s no agreement or 
- conſiſtency between any two of them. 


Taz liturgy, the articles, and epiſcopacy 
are conſidered, in an ordinary way, as conſti- 
tuting the chief corner-ſtone of the building of 
the church of England; for the ſcriptures are 
only repreſented in the back-ground, and are to 
be ſeen very indiſtinctly at a diſtance, But, 
ir ſo happens, that none of theſe would be, in 
any way, affected by the propoſed repeal, nor 
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are comprehended in the intended motion in 
parliament. It may indeed be, and I believe 
it is, the hearty wiſh of all concerned in ſuch 
application, but not more ſo of them than of 
ſeveral thouſands of clergymen of the church of 
England, —that the public liturgy ſhould be re- 
viſed and reformed, - that her articles ſhould 
be made to give place to the chriſtian ſcriptures, 
Hand even that the conſtitution of its epiſcopacy 
ſhould be better calculated to ſuperintend, and 
indeed confined to the ſuperintendency of the 
clergy. But theſe matters are neither directly, 
nor indirectly aimed at by the application for 
the repeal of the Corporation and Teſt acts. 


Tx chriſtian and proteſtant church of Eng- 
land ought, conſiſtently with its own principles 
and pretenſions, to reſt itſelf upon the goſpel af 
Jeſus Chriſt alone, In every degree in which 
it departs or deviates from this foundation, it 
weakens and disfigures the edifice which we are 
bidden to admire; derives reproach and ſcandal 
on the chriſtian name, and will, in the end, 
haſten its own downfall. For it is not of the 
church of Rome, or of England, Scotland or 


Ireland, but—of the church of Chriſt alone, that 


— we 
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we are aſſured the gates of the hell Mall not pre- 


yall acainſt it. I 


So very little of a prophet does our extraordi- 
nary letter-writer appear in my eſtimation, that 
I am conſcientiouſly perſuaded that the attempt, 
to which he refers, would, if ſucceſsful in its 
iſſue, greatly contribute to the preſervation of 
the church of England, in the popular ſenſe in 
which we underſtand thoſe words. 


Ir I may be permitted to ſuppoſe myſelf a 
biſhop of this church,—and to have been, fot 
inſtance, duly elected, conſecrated, and to have 
done homage for the epiſcopal, or, as it anciently 
was, archiepiſcopal ſee of St. David's, I will inge- 
nuouſly declare how the matter now in diſcuſſion, 
would appear to be in the line of duty. If I 
were a convert from the principles of proteſtant 
diſſenters maintained by my anceſtors, you might 
expect the exhibition of ſome extraordinary zeal 
to recommend myſelf to any new friends from 
your own exceſs of candor, or from conſidera- 
tions of particular indulgence to my ſingular 
caſe, you might be diſpoſed to pardon the effects 
of my diſtempered imagination. — But, my lords, 

I ſhould 
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I ſhould not be a candidate for your forgiveneſs 
and mercy for theſe offences. From the cool 
and ſober conviction of the true nature and tem- 
per of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt ;—from my 
cordial and unqualified aſſent to the principles of 
the proteſtant reformation, from my regard for 
the civil conſtitution of my country, for the prin- 
ciples of univerſal liberty and impartial puſtice, — 
in other words, from my earneſt deſire of doing 
to others, what I would have others do to me,— 
I would move the repeal of the obnoxious acts 
in queſtion, and of every penal law, whether 
poſitive or negative in its operation, that refpetts 
religion as fuch.—If, from the different judg- 
ment of a majority of the lords I ſhould not 
ſucceed in ſuch motion for a repeal, —I would 
not leave my name to be cenſured in after ages, 
in the general maſs of ſenators, but I would de- 
liver my proteſt in writing, againſt the refuſal 
of ſuch repeal, to be preſerved among the pro- 
ceedings of the houſe. I would pxoTEsT,—Be- 
cauſe, Chriſt never intended his religion to be 
the creature of the civil power, much leſs the 
engine of oppreſſion; or that the rite inſtituted in 
commemoration of his death ſhould be made a 
qualification 


(3.9 


qualification for any public office civil or mi- 
litary, 


Becavs*, ſuch uſe of the Lord's ſupper 
is a groſs miſapplication and profanation of it, 
tending to deſtroy the honor and credit of chri- 
ſtianity, by inviting the moſt unworthy perſons 
to the profeſſion of a particular mode of faith, 
from the lure of worldly advantages, — and/ by 
making men hypocrites, | | 


Becavsr, no man ought to ſuffer in life, 
limb, property, credit or eligibility to civil or 
military offices for opinions merely religious, 


BE Aus, it is prejudicial to the ſtate, by 
weakening the other obligations men enter into, 
inaſmuch as the proſtitution of the Lord's ſupper 
in the ordinary way of a qualification for a civil 
office will alſo weaken the oath by which the 
officer is ſuppoſed to be bounden to his duty ; 
and acts in that, and all other reſpects, only in 
an inverſe direction to the true intereſt of the 
ſtate, by familiarizing the abuſe of religious in- 
ſtitutions, the breach of ſolemn engagements, 
and 


(-9:) 


and the ſecluſion of conſcientious men from places 
of truſt and confidence. 


Becausx, the experience of my own country, 
prior to the reſtoration of Charles the ſecond, 


has confirmed the non-neceſlity of it, and the 


northern part of the iſland flouriſhes without it at 
this moment, — and Ireland has lately rejected it, 
with honor and advantage to herſelf.— In fine, — 
becauſe, no chriſtian church ought to require it, 
and no other chriſtian-proteſtant church does 
require It, 


Tursx reaſons, my lords, are ſo deciſive in my 
mind, that it is to me, perfectly inconceivable, 
how a chriſtian and a proteſtant parliament can 
heſitate to eraſe from the volumes of its ſtatutes, 
ſuch unchriſtian laws. And, when I contem- 
plate the advancement of liberty in the nations 
on the continent of Europe, by adverting to, 
eſtabliſhing, and acting upon the firſt and pure 
principles of chriſtian liberty and of civil go- 
vernment, I am not only aſtoniſhed at the lit- 
tleneſs of the boon required, - and at the impo- 
licy of refuſing ſuch juſt and righteous claim, — 
but feel myſelf more than half confounded by 
the temerity of ſuch obſtinacy.— But, while I 


ſay 


© 
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qualification for any public office civil or mi- 
litary, 


Becavsr, ſuch uſe of the Lord's ſupper 
is a groſs miſapplication and profanation of it, 
tending to deſtroy the honor and credit of chri- 
ſtianity, by inviting the moſt unworthy perſons 
to the profeſſion of a particular mode of faith, 
from the lure of worldly advantages, —and» by 
making men hypocntes, 


Becavse, no man ought to ſuffer in life, 
limb, property, credit or eligibility to civil or 
military offices for opinions merely religious. 


Becauss, it is prejudicial to the ſtate, by 
weakening the other obligations men enter into, 
inaſmuch as the proſtitution of the Lord's ſupper 
in the ordinary way of a qualification for a civil 
office will alſo weaken the oath by which the 
officer is ſuppoſed to be bounden to his duty; 
and acts in that, and all other reſpects, only in 
an inverſe direction to the true intereſt of the 
ſtate, by familiarizing the abuſe of religious in- 
ſtitutions,—the breach of ſolemn engagements, 

and 
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and the ſecluſion of conſcientious men from places 
of truſt and confidence. 


Because, the experience of my own country, 
prior to the reſtoration of Charles the ſecond, 
has confirmed the non-neceſlity of it, —and the 
northern part of the iſland flouriſhes without it at 
this moment,—and Ireland has lately rejected it, 
with honor and advantage to herſelf.— In fine, — 
becauſe, no chriſtian church ought to require it, 
and no other chriſtian-proteſtant church does 
require it. 


Tuxsx reaſons, my lords, are ſo deciſive in my 
mind, that it is to me, perfectly inconceivable, 
how a chriſtian and a proteſtant parliament can 
heſitate to eraſe from the volumes of its ſtatutes, 
ſuch unchriſtian laws. And, when I contem- 


Plate the advancement of liberty in the nations 


on the continent of Europe, by adverting to, 
eſtabliſhing, and acting upon the firſt and pure 
principles of chriſtian liberty and of civil go- 
vernment, I am not only aſtoniſhed at the lit- 
tleneſs of the boon required, and at the impo- 
licy of refuſing ſuch juſt and righteous claim, — 
but feel myſelf more than half confounded by 
the temerity of ſuch obſtinacy.— But, while I 


ſay 


a 


fay this, I mean not to menace, but convince; ! 
not to ſtrike, but to perſuade. My heart's de- : 

fire is to forward the progreſs of truth and liberty c 

e by deeds of peace,” but my fixed determin- | a 

ed reſolution is, never to deſert or betray them. 8 5 Y 
THERE were ſome of old who are repreſented F v 

to have been ſo hard to be convinced, as not to Tl te 

be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. E C 
The ſame wilful incredulity repeated, will have % p 
ſimilar effects. While you, my lords, if 5 n. 

you look not to the enlargement of chriſtian 1 w. 
liberty, may be dozing over exploded ſyſtems 4 th 
of human devices deaf to the importunities of 15 pe 
your fellow chriſtians, fellow men, and fellow + ſe] 
citizens,—or, peradventure, lording it over God's 5 an 
heritage, the harbingers of truth and liberty A di 
may be at your very doors: the word of God, = Mm 
reaſon, and juſtice will be heard, —and will not * = 

be diſmiſſed with the anſwer which Felix gave to 4 flu 
Paul, — Go your way for this time; when I ; L for 

have a convenient ſeaſon, I will call for you.” — - nei 

The Baſtile, long the terror of a great nation, 7 per 
could not reſiſt the firſt attack; it had long been = wh 

the dreaded inſtrument of oppreſſion, but it is now 5 to 

no more: — the revenues of the church, which f 5 of 


had 
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had been ſtill longer held ſacred, and appropri- 
ated to the eftabliſhment and ſupport of a wretch- 
ed ſuperſtition, —were, by a vote of the national 
aſſembly, directed to the relief of national inſol- 
vency. | 

LET us now diſpaſſionately conſider for a while, 
who are moſt likely, from all preſent appearances, 
to be the © overthrowers of our eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution ?'— Surely not the peaceable ap- 
pellants and movers of the propoſed repeal, 
not thoſe who have repeatedly ſupplicated that 
which they might claim as their right; — but 
the obſtinate repulſors of their ſuit, they who 
perſeveringly refuſe to grant that which they them- 
ſelves muſt know to be the common gift of God 
and nature, and to be recognized in the chriſtian 
diſpenſation. Nor is it poſſible for your lord- 
ſhips to conceal your ſhare, in ſuch repulſe, by 
by any ſtifling or clandeſtine policy. Tour in- 
fluence is fully felt under your own roof, it is 
fometimes acknowledged in the houſe of your 
neighbours: but it is a maxim of law, — gui facit 
per alium, facit per ſe; and ſome offenders- 
when taken upon ſuſpicion are eaſily proſecuted 
to conviction. I have only to remind you further 
of a very good rule of prudence, which may be 
| repeated 
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( 12 ) 
repeated without any juſt cauſe of offence, — 


They whoſe houſe is made of glaſs, ſhould be 
careſul not to be the firſt to throw ſtones. 


Ir it ſhou!d be thought by any one, that I 
am recommending this act of juſtice only as 
the means of conciliation, —I ſhould be much 
wronged and miſtaken in my motives and inten- 
ton; I recommend it for the fake of truth, 
chriſtian liberty, and juſtice, which conſtitute 
the baſis of the ſoundeſt policy; and having done 
this, I am, as far as I am perſonally concerned, 
wholly unintereſted in the event, and will be 
ready to meet the repulle in all its conſequences. 


(2.) ArTzr what has been already obſerved, 
it only remains to confute the charge of treachery 
in thoſe clergymen in the church of England, in 
the dioceſe of — (in Wales) who ſhall fo 
far countenance the repeal of thoſe laws we are 
now difcuſling, as to give their vote for Mr. —- 


or any other gentleman, who ſhall be likely to 


vote for an act for that purpoſe. They are 
charged in the preſent caſe, with being © falſe 
te to their own character, and their duty to the 
ic eſtabliſned church.“ 

| _ There 
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THERE is a paramount engagement implied in 
every admiſſion into the chriſtian miniſtry to 
teach and preach the laws of Chriſt. This prin- 
ciple juſtified the conduct of our reformers ; and 
they followed it, as far as they were able to diſ- 
cover it in their day. And that it may not be ſaid 
that the church knows no ſuch latitudinarian 
principles, I refer the objectors to the ſixth ar- 
ticle, and to one of the queſtions with the cor- 
reſponding anſwer to it, in the office for the or- 
dination of prieſts *. 


— — — 


Uron 


Art. vi. Of the ſufficiency of the holy ſcriptures for ſal- 
vation, —<* Holy ſcripture containeth all things neceſſary 
for ſalvation : ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor 


may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, 


that it ſhould be believed as an article of the faith, or be 


thought requiſite or neceſſary to ſalvation.“ 


The form and manner of ordering prieſts. 

The Biſhop. 

„Are you perſuaded, that the holy ſcriptures contain ſuf- 
ficiently all doctrine required of neceſlity for eternal falya- 
tion through faith in Jeſus Chriſt? and are you determined, 
out of the ſaid ſcriptures to inſtruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach nothing as required of neceſſity 
to eternal ſalvation, but that which you ſhall be perſuaded 
may be concluded and proved by the ſcripture ? 


Anſwer. ** I am fo perſuaded, and have fo determined, 
by God's grace.” 
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Uron theſe grounds, and in oppoſition to the 
right reverend eleftioneer, I maintain that every 
clergyman is © falſe to his own character, as a 
miniſter of the goſpel, and falſe . to his own duty 
to the eſtabliſhed church,” as a proteſtant eſtab- 
liſhment, and to his ſpecific engagements therein, 
if he does not endeavour to promote the true li- 
berty, as well as the true knowlege of the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt; —if he does not labor, and ſtill 
more if he does not conſent, to the eſtabliſhment 
of the only juſtifiable principle of proteſtantiſm, 
in conſiſtency with itſelf, by maintaining the ſuf- 
ficiency of the ſcriptures and the right of private 


judgment. I will add, in reſpect to the queſtion 


before us, that he is lukewarm in the ſervice of 


his maſter, who fits ſtill, and is inactive, while 
ſuch a groſs proſtitution of the Lord's Supper is 
required, as the teſt of qualification for all civil 
appointments, from the firſt Lord Commiſ- 
ſioner of the treaſury to the petty exciſeman. 


10 FE 58 


- Jav. 19, 1799 
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